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Academic Appointments 

since June 2015 President of GESIS 

since September 2009 Full Professor for Sociology at University of Mannheim 

November 2004 to May 2015 Scientific Director at GESIS 
Areas of research: 

 Health sociology 

 Sociology of religion 

 Social inequality 

 Research methods 

December 2009 to May 2015 Vice President of GESIS 

November 2003-August 2009 Lecturer at the University of Cologne (Privatdozent) 

March-October 2004 Associate Professor at the Institute for Applied Social 
Research, University of Cologne 

September 1997-March 2004 Assistant Professor at the Research Institute for Sociology, 
University of Cologne 

April 1991-August 1997 Research and Teaching Assistant at the Research Institute for 
Sociology, University of Cologne 

March 1989-March 1991 Fellow of the ‘Graduiertenkolleg für Sozialwissenschaften’ 
(Postgraduate program for social scientists), University of 
Cologne 

Selected additional Appointments  

since 2017 Member of the Scientific Advisory Board of the Center for 
Advanced Internet Studies (CAIS) 

since 2016 Member of the User Advisory Board of the German Centre for 
Higher Education Research and Science Studies (DZHW) 

since 2016 Member of the Foundation Council of the German National 
Library of Economics (ZBW) 

since 2015 Representative of the Secretariat of the International Social 
Survey Programme 
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Education and Training 

November 2003 Postdoctoral Lecture Qualification (Habilitation) at the Faculty 
for Economics and Social Sciences, University of Cologne 

February 1996 Dr. rer. pol. in Sociology at the Faculty for Economics and 
Social Sciences, University of Cologne 

June 1988 Diploma in Sociology at the University of Hamburg 

April 1983-May 1988 Studies at the University of Hamburg in Sociology (major), 
Economics, Social and Economic History, and Statistics 
(minors) 
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UniPress Ltd., Leverkusen-Opladen. 
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Beth-Ellen Pennel and Tom W. Smith (eds.): Survey Methods in Multinational, Multiregional, and 
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Wiesbaden: VS Verlag. 
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Infrastruktur. Pp. 236-249 in: Gabriele Rolf, Markus Zwick and Gert G. Wagner (eds.): Fortschritte 
der informationellen Infrastruktur in Deutschland. Festschrift für Johann Hahlen zum 65. 
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